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Perquisites: None. 

 

Course Description/Outline: Throughout this year-long course, students will have opportunities to develop and expand their 

knowledge of literature and language, as well as demonstrate their mastery of new learning through performance tasks and 

assessments. At the completion of this course, students will take the Ninth Grade End-of-Course Test required by state law. The 

content standards for this course are clustered by strands: Reading Literature, Reading Informational, Language, Writing, and 

Speaking and Listening. The course will be divided into four units. Fall semester includes Unit 1: The Hero’s Journey and Unit 2: 

Creative Non-Fiction. Spring semester includes Unit 3: Drama and Poetry and Unit 4: Overcoming Obstacles. Below is an outline for 

Spring Semester of 9
th

 Grade Literature and Composition. 

 

 Dates Unit 3: Drama and Poetry   Unit 4: Overcoming Obstacles 

Week 1: 1/07 – 1/09 Classic Poetry  Week 9: 3/02 – 3/06 August Wilson’s Century Cycle 

Week 2: 1/12 – 1/16 Classic Poetry  Week 10: 3/09 – 3/12 August Wilson’s Century Cycle 

Week 3: 1/20 – 1/23 Classic Poetry  Week 11: 3/16 – 3/20 August Wilson’s Century Cycle 

Week 4: 1/26 – 1/30 Romeo and Juliet  Week 12: 3/23 – 3/27 Brief and Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao 

Week 5: 2/02 – 2/06 Romeo and Juliet  Week 13: 3/30 – 4/03 Brief and Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao 

Week 6: 2/09 – 2/13 Romeo and Juliet  Week 14: 4/13 – 4/17 Brief and Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao 

Week 7: 2/17 – 2/20 Romeo and Juliet  Week 15: 4/20 – 4/24 Brief and Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao 

Week 8: 2/23 – 2/27 Romeo and Juliet  Week 16: 4/27 – 5/01 Coming of Age Stories / EOCT WEEK 

    Week 17: 5/04 – 5/08 Coming of Age Stories / EOCT WEEK 

    Week 18: 5/11 – 5/15 Coming of Age Stories 

    Week 19: 5/18 – 5/22 Final Exams 

*This timetable is subject to change without notice at the discretion of the instructor.   

 

Resources: To learn more about our common core standards, please visit the following webpage:  

www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10 

 

Textbook: The 9
th

 grade textbook is Prentice Hall Literature Common Core Edition Grade 9. A copy will be issued to each student. If 

a student does not return the textbook at the end of the year, he or she will pay the cost to replace the textbook ($97.96).  

   

Materials: 

 2 inch three ring binder 

 Divider pages for binder  

 Pencils and pens (blue or black ink) 

 Notebook paper 

 Required outside reading (see details in the notes from the first lecture for more information) 

 

 

Mr. Boyd Gossett  

Room 467 
gossetts@fultonschools.org  

boydgossett.com  

Tutorials are Tuesday and Thursday 

3:30pm – 4:30pm (unless notified otherwise) 
 

 



 

 

 

 

County Grading Scale: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Weights: Here is how grades are divided for students in 9
th

 Grade Literature and Composition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ESSAYS – 20% - Various types of writing assignments will be assessed and are listed within the above objectives. All assignments are 

expected to be typed unless otherwise indicated. However, if a student DOES NOT have access to a computer, he/she must communicate with 

the instructor, who will arrange access to a computer before, after school, and/or during lunch. 

 

HOMEWORK/CLASSWORK – 10% – Students are expected to complete all homework assignments. These assignments will be due at the 

beginning of the class period. Also, completing daily assignments and active class participation are key to academic success. Collaboration and 

discussion is a MUST in Ninth Grade Literature and Composition. Students will participate in literature circles, work groups, Socratic 

seminars, philosophical chairs, etc. to enhance classwork learning. 

 

QUIZZES– 15% – Students are expected to complete each reading assignment. After reading assignments, there will be a short quiz to gauge 

students’ comprehension. Students will take quizzes to demonstrate mastery of vocabulary, as well as mastery of other literature and language 

standards.  Students will also take formative assessments on a regular basis that will be used to assess their progress and determine mastery of 

the standards. 

 

PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT – 15% – Throughout the semester each student will be required to complete projects in which they will be 

expected to demonstrate their understanding of the curriculum content using a variety of learning styles and intelligences. 

 

TESTS – 20% – Standards will be assessed each unit using common assessments at regular intervals.  

 

Time Interval Major Work Being Studied 
3 Week Common Assessment Classic Poetry 
6 Week Common Assessment Romeo and Juliet 
9 Week Common Assessment Romeo and Juliet 
12 Week Common Assessment August Wilson’s Century Cycle 
15 Week Common Assessment The Brief and Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao 
18 Week Common Assessment Coming of Age Stories 

 

FINAL EXAM – 20% – The final examination will be comprehensive and will assess all objectives from the semester. Spring semester, the 

final exam is replaced by the EOCT, which is worth 20%.

Grading 

A                      100 – 90 

B  89 – 80 

C  79 – 70 

F  69 and below 

Fall Semester 
3 – 6      Essays                                                20% 

6 – 18    Classwork / Homework                     10% 

6 – 18    Quizzes                                              15% 

3 – 6       Performance Assessments                15% 

2 – 4       Tests                                                  20% 

1              Final Exam                                       20% 

 

Spring Semester 
3 – 6      Essays                                                20% 

6 – 18    Classwork / Homework                     10% 

6 – 18    Quizzes                                              15% 

3 – 6       Performance Assessments                15% 

2 – 4       Tests                                                  20% 

1              EOCT / Final Exam                         20% 

 

 



  
Dress Code/Lab Dress Code: Students are expected to follow the dress code as outlined by the Student Code of Conduct. All 

students in violation of the dress code will be sent to Room 309 to change their inappropriate attire.   

 

Important Dates/Field Trips:  
1/6 Teacher Work Day – No School 

1/19 Martin Luther King JR Holiday – No School 

2/16 President’s Day – No School 

3/13 Teacher Work Day – No School 

4/6 – 4/10 Spring Break – No School 

5/22 Last Day of School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            Make Up Work Policy: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            Late Work Policy: 

            
If you are present when an assignment is given, then I expect you to turn in the work on the day that it is due.  If you are present in 

class and fail to submit an assignment upon teacher request on the day that it is due, then you will receive a grade of a zero for that 

assignment.  If you have an unexcused absence on the day the assignment is due, then you will receive a grade of a zero for that 

assignment.   

 

Recognizing the value of student’s being able to demonstrate their mastery of their learned knowledge, Westlake will implement two 

school wide late work amnesty windows per semester.  Assignments that can be submitted on these dates fall under the grade weights 

of Class Work and Homework.  The amnesty dates are as follows: 

 

Fall Semester    Spring Semester 

September 17
th

-19
th

    February 17
th

 – 19
th

  

October 29
th

 – 31
st
    April 1

st
 – 3

rd
  

 

(It is the teachers’ discretion to choose the actual due dates for the amnesty assignments for their class ONLY!) 

 

 

 

 

 

The Westlake High School Honor Code is in effect at all times.  Cheating will not be tolerated! 

Cheating is defined as giving or receiving information in any form that is related to a gradable experience including the use of 

sources of information other than those specifically approved by the teacher either during or outside of class.  Students are 

required to sign honor pledges as applicable for major tests, projects, and/or papers. 

 

Examples of Cheating include, but are not limited to: 

 Plagiarism – using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation; using the work of another 

student (e.g. copying another student’s homework, composition, or project); using excessive editing suggestions of 

another student, teacher, parent or paid editor. 

 Looking on someone else’s paper during a test or quiz. 

 Cheat sheets of any kind. 

 Knowingly accepting or giving information concerning the contents of a test or quiz. 

 Changing the appearance of computer printouts. 

 Allowing another student to complete Web Assign or other web-based activities using your name and login 

information. 
 

Any student found to be in violation of the Honor Code on any assignment will receive a grade of a zero on the assignment in 

question.  The assignment may not be made up (students having zeros are not eligible for recovery).  Violations may be 

considered by faculty in making future recommendations.  Memberships in honor clubs will be jeopardized.   

 

 

 Fulton County Policy 

Westlake High Honor Code 

    

If you have an excused absence on the day it is assigned, then you will have one day to turn the assignment in without 

penalty.  If you miss a test, you must make up the test after school within 5 days of your return to school.  (Make up work 

policy subject to change for Performance Assessments). 

 



 

 

 

 

 

            Recovery Policy: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Injuries and Illness: 

If a student is sick and cannot participate, a note from home must be given to the teacher in order for them to be excused. Otherwise 

they will be sent to the nurse and given a zero for the day. If a student is injured and cannot participate for a certain period of time, a 

doctor’s note must be given to the teacher in order for them to be excused. Students will be given an alternate assignment in place of 

physically taking class. For a long term illness or injury, a doctor’ note is required stating the days he or she will not be allowed to 

participate and when they are able to participate again. Female situations, cramps and being tired are not reasons to sit out of class. 

 

Extra Credit Opportunities:  If applicable and should be uniform throughout the content team.   

 

Classroom Expectations/Procedures: Students are expected to adhere to the Fulton County Code of Conduct at all times.  Sleeping 

will not be tolerated at any time in class. All students are expected to come to class prepare to learn. Please make sure that you bring 

the necessary supplies to class.  There will be no use of unapproved technology in the classroom.  If used, the device will be 

confiscated and turned in to the vault in Room 309, subject to a parent claiming it. Cell phones cannot be on or visible unless 

authorized by the teacher for instructional purposes. 

 

Students who arrive late to class and school may be subject to the following consequences: 

 

 Cumulative Tardies (Per Semester)  Consequence 

 1-3 Tardies   Warning 

 4-6 Tardies   After-school detention 

 7-9 Tardies   Saturday school/ISS 

 10+ Tardies   Report to ISS for remainder of period; ISS/OSS 

   

 

*This syllabus is a general outline of the course and is subject to modification at any time without prior notification at the 

discretion of the instructor.  .  

 

PLEASE KEEP THIS SYLLABUS IN YOUR NOTEBOOK!!! 
 

 
 

Provision for Improving Grades 

1. Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when 

all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all 

course requirements including attendance. Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities.  

Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the 

semester.  All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days 

prior to the end of the semester. 

2. Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades. 

 


