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Lecture Notes #5: 
Predator vs. Prey

Name: 
Teacher: Boyd Gossett 
Class: 9th Grade Literature and Comp. 
Date: Monday 24 August 2015   A 
Date: Tuesday 25 August 2015   B

Unit 1: The Hero’s Journey 
Focus: Arguments 
Major Text: N/A 
Major Text Author: N/A 
Pacing: Day 5 of 14

Critical Thinking 
“Feeding on the Food Chain” 

2

In any ecosystem, there is a food chain in which certain organisms eat other organisms. For example, coyotes eat cats, cats eat spiders, 
spiders eat flies, and flies eat plants. 

Which would have the greatest disruptive effect on an ecosystem containing coyotes, cats, spiders, flies, and plants: the disappearance 
of plants, the doubling of the number of plants, the disappearance of coyotes, the doubling of the number of coyotes?

Invocation 
“ROAR” by Danielle Patterson

1 Do Now 

Transition 
Do Now

R1.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument...  
assessing whether the reasoning is valid....

I am animal 
In every sense of the word 
A primary sense of ferocity 
Is a sure sign that 
I was bred for sheer greatness 
 
My claws may be sharp, 
But my hands are gentle 
Enough to touch your soul. 
My instinct is the only thing 
Sharper than my claws. 
They will rip the very words  
From your heart and  
Place them onto paper. 

When I recite them, 
Beware of my  
Razor sharp teeth 
That I’ll chew you up 
Right before I spit you out 
If your mind is too weak. 
 
The heart of a beast 
Beats beneath my chest. 
A wild organ, 
Caged in 
From efforts of being tamed. 
But the untamed is  
So much stronger, with 
Such a better chance at survival. 

My legs are strong and powerful. 
They have carried me a long way, 
And will carry me further. 
I will run through your mind 
And back 
Day and night 
Without breaking a sweat. 
 
I am animal 
In every sense of the word. 
Such a primal mentality 
Is a sheer sign that 
I was bred for greatness.

Claim Evidence Reasoning Reasoning

         Precise Claim (focused) 
         OR 
        Imprecise Claim (too broad) 

        Sufficient Evidence (enough) 
         OR 
        Insufficient Evidence (not enough) 
         OR
        Distorted Evidence (manipulated) 

         Valid Reasoning (true) 
         OR 
        Fallacious Reasoning (false) 

         Valid Reasoning (true) 
         OR 
        Fallacious Reasoning (false) 

Rough Draft (Quick Write) 
Short Story: Predator Becomes the Prey 

2 pages handwritten or 1 page typed 
(If typed, Times New Roman Font Size 12)

For this short story, please pick something or someone that is usually “prey.” Now, turn the tables and make the prey the “predator.” 
Your story could be scary, funny, eerie, superheroic, or factual depending on how you would like to structure it. Whatever tone you 
choose for the story, please make it the most creative you can! 

3 W.1 Write narratives... 
RL.3 Analyze how complex characters develop...


