
Do Now – 7 Minutes 
Last lecture, we discussed how Edgar Allan Poe had been transmediated.  

Please finish watching how The Simpsons transmediated “The Raven” into a television spot. 
If there is enough time in class, we will also watch another example of transmediation. 

 

 The Simpsons and “The Raven” 

Key Moments 
What stood out 
to you as 
special? What 
will last in your 
memory from 
the video? 

 

Poe’s Influence 
Which details in 
the video were 
connected to 
other poems or 
short stories we 
have read by 
Poe? 

 

Questions 
Was anything 
unclear in the 
video? What 
made you 
curious? 

 

What Didn’t 
Work? 
Would you have 
changed any of 
the video? 

 

Irony Definitions – 3 Minutes 

Verbal Irony - Verbal irony is the use of words to mean something different from what a person actually says. 
EX: “Thanks for the ticket officer. You just made my day!” 
EX: “I can’t wait to write the seven page paper.” 
There are two types of verbal irony: 
Overstatement – when a person exaggerates. 
Understatement – when a person undermines or belittles. 

Dramatic Irony - It occurs when the audience is aware of something and the characters in the story are not aware. 
EX: An example of dramatic irony is in a movie where a detective does not know that the criminal responsible for 
the crimes in the city is his partner. The audience however is already aware of this fact and waits anxiously to know 
what will happen once the character finds out what they already know. 
There are three stages of dramatic irony: 
Installation – audience learns something a character does not know 
Exploitation – audience uses this information to foreshadow an outcome the character does not see 
Resolution – the character receives the outcome and catches up with what the audience already knew   
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Situational Irony - It involves a discrepancy (difference) between what is expected to happen and what actually 
happens. Situational irony occurs when the exact opposite of what is meant to happen, happens. There is usually 
dark humor to it. 
EX: Someone buys a gun to protect himself, but the same gun is used by another individual to injure him. One 
would expect that the gun would keep him safe, but it has actually caused him injury. 

There is however a difference between situation irony and coincidence or bad luck. When someone washes his car 
and it rains, that is just bad luck; nothing led him or her to think that it would not rain. However, when a TV 
weather presenter gets caught in an unexpected storm, it is ironic because he or she is expected to know the exact 
weather changes. For situational irony to occur there has to be something that leads a person to think that a 
particular event or situation is unlikely happen. 

Irony Formative Assessment – 10 Minutes 
Please complete this mini assessment to prepare for the Common Assessment today. 

____1.    Which type of irony is present? Lois Lane, a reporter at the Daily Planet, is in love with the superhero Superman.  She is 
obsessed with him, and always asks her co-worker, Clark Kent for information about him.  She thinks that Clark and 
Superman are friends.  However, Clark is actually Superman in disguise and is very much in love with Lois, but she won’t 
give Clark the time of day.  

A. Verbal Irony  B. Dramatic Irony  C. Situational Irony  D. No Irony 
 

 

   

____2. Which type of irony is present? A son reluctantly walked outside to meet his father in the yard at 6:00 on a Saturday 
 morning.  “Are you ready to do some yard work?” his father asked.  “Yeah, I can’t wait,” the boy replied.  

A. Verbal Irony  B. Dramatic Irony  C. Situational Irony  D. No Irony 

  
 

____3.   Which type of irony is present? Janice begins to receive threatening notes in the mail and on her car.  Then, a car tries to 
run her over in a dark parking lot.  She can’t see who the driver is.  She goes to her best friend Doug for help.  However, 
her attacker keeps trying to kill her.  Finally, Doug has her come stay with him at his cabin so she will be safe.  Then, he 
reveals that HE is the attacker!!  

A. Verbal Irony  B. Dramatic Irony  C. Situational Irony  D. No Irony 
 

  ____4. Which type of irony is present? Cinderella, a penniless house slave to her step-mother and two step-sisters, goes to a 
ball held for the prince.  The prince believes that Cinderella is a royal lady since she is at the ball and is so beautiful.  He falls in 
love with her not knowing that she is a maid in her step-mother’s house.  

A. Verbal Irony  B. Dramatic Irony  C. Situational Irony  D. No Irony 
 

  ____5. Which type of irony is present? When this movie opens, we see a town and the setting appears to be early-Colonial 
America (i.e. the Puritans).  The town is attacked regularly by creepy rat-like monsters in red cloaks.  One of the members of the 
town falls very ill, and they need to send someone to another town for medical supplies.  They choose to send a blind girl in the 
town, who leaves on her journey, having to run from the monsters.  When she reaches the main road, a truck picks her up and 
we realize that the setting is not early-American but present day!  

A. Verbal Irony  B. Dramatic Irony  C. Situational Irony  D. No Irony 

 
   
____6. Which type of irony is present? Ashley is six feet tall. She will only date guys who are 6’3 and above.  One night, she saw 
a guy who was less than 5 feet tall.  She said, “Yeah, he definitely meets my height requirement.”  

A. Verbal Irony  B. Dramatic Irony  C. Situational Irony  D. No Irony 
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Writing Assignment  – 20 Minutes 
Now that you are experts on Edgar Allan Poe, I am going you the challenge to write an Edgar Allan Poe story! 

Please pick one of the six plots below. Please do not read the actual stories. Instead, just read the plot summaries, 
which may be the only time a literature teacher ever asks you do that. 

 
Once you select a plot, you will expand it into a typed three page story. 

 

1. The Cask of Amontillado 
Told through the perspective of a murderer named 
Montresor, “The Cask of Amontillado” is a tale of 
revenge for no apparent reason. The victim, Fortunato, 
seems plenty nice, and Montresor never explains what 
justifies torturing and burring alive his friend. The story 
is set in Italy during Carnival. 
 
 
 

2. The Pit and the Pendulum 
Told through the point of view of a prisoner being 
tortured, “The Pit and the Pendulum” creates a 
nightmarish prison cell. For example, he is tied to a 
table, and above, a blade attached to a clock’s 
pendulum gets closer to his chest with every swing. The 
story is set in Spain during the Spanish Inquisition, when 
the Catholic Church put 150,000 people on trial and 
executed 5,000 for not being Christian enough.   

Plot Points 
1. Montresor believes that his friend Fortunato has 

insulted him and decides to seek revenge. 
2. During a giant citywide party, Montresor 

approaches Fortunato, who is dressed like a fool 
and very drunk. 

3. Montresor tells Fortunato that he has a cask 
(barrel) of amazing wine.  

4. Fortunato, wanting to try the wine, decides to 
follow Montresor. 

5. Montresor leads Fortunato into the catacombs (or 
tombs) of the city, which are underground tunnels 
were people are buried. 

6. Fortunato has a bad cough and gets sicker the 
deeper they go, but he still wants the wine. 

7. When they get deep enough, Montresor tricks 
Fortunato into an open tomb and chains him to the 
wall. 

8. Montresor builds a wall over the open tomb, 
burying his friend alive, brick by brick. 

9. Fortunato thinks it must be a joke, but he soon 
finds out that he will starve behind the fake wall. 

10. The story ends fifty years later with Montresor 
celebrating a successful revenge plot.  

Plot Points 
1. The prisoner wakes up in a pitch black prison cell 

but has no idea how he got there. 
2. While exploring in the dark, he almost falls into a 

deep pit in the middle of the room. 
3. The prisoner faints. 
4. When he wakes up, he is tied to big wooden table. 
5. Above, a blade attached to a giant clock’s 

pendulum gets closer to his chest with every swing. 
6. His imminent demise torments the prisoner, who 

keeps hearing sounds that trouble him deeply. 
7. He eventually frees himself from the trap by 

summoning rats to come and chew through the 
ropes that bind him to the table. 

8. The walls then begin glowing red-hot and move 
toward the center of the cell, pushing him toward 
the pit. 

9. Just as he falls, the French Army breaks into the 
room, catches him, and saves him from the Spanish 
Inquisition. 

 

What would you change or re-envision? 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 
 

What would you change or re-envision? 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 
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5. 
 

5. 
 

3. The Fall of the House of Usher 
“The Fall of the House of Usher” tells the story of a 
visitor to a decaying old home, where the once noble 
family has been reduced to ruin. The House of Usher 
refers to both the physical house, which is described as 
if a character in the story, as well as the bloodline of the 
Ushers. Both the physical house and the bloodline are 
destroyed through self-collapse at the end of the story..   

4. The Gold Bug 
“The Gold Bug” was perhaps Poe’s most successful short 
story in his lifetime (he made money on it!), but today, it 
is rarely read. It is a mystery-adventure story about 
buried pirate gold and features a controversial portrayal 
of a black servant named Jupiter.   

Plot Points 
1. The speaker of the story visits his friend Roderick 

after receiving a letter. 
2. Roderick has become sick and needs help because 

sounds drive him mad, light hurts his eyes, and 
tastes cause him to have panic attack. 

3. Roderick believes that the house itself is alive and 
out to get him and tries to play the guitar and paint 
to keep calm. 

4. Roderick’s twin sister, Madeline, is also sick, and 
before the speaker can meet her, she dies during 
the night.  

5. The next day, Roderick and the narrator bury her in 
the basement tomb in the house. 

6. A few nights later, a terrible storm rocks the house, 
and the house begins to glow. 

7. After hearing many strange sounds and trying to 
read a story to distract them, Roderick admits that 
his sister Madeline was actually alive and only in a 
coma. 

8. Madeline, with bloody fingernails from clawing her 
way out of the coffin, opens the door, attacks 
Roderick, and fall dead. 

9. The house begins to crumble around the speaker, 
and he barely makes it out before the House of 
Usher physically collapses. 

Plot Points 
1. The speaker of the story visits his friend William 

Legrand after receiving a letter. 
2. Legrand has recently lost all his money and is 

acting quite strange. 
3. Legrand claims he has been bitten by a bug made 

of solid gold and now wants to go searching for the 
legendary pirate treasure of Captain Kidd. 

4. The speaker leaves thinking his friend has had a 
breakdown, but Legrand’s servant, Jupiter, comes 
to the narrator for help. 

5. The speaker returns and finds that Legrand is 
following a mysterious code called a cryptogram: 

53‡‡†305))6*;4826)4‡.)4‡);806*;48†8 

6. Legrand uses the code to track down the treasure. 

7. They find the exact spot of the treasure by climbing 
a tree and dropping the gold bug, which Legrand 
had since found and tied to a string, through the 
eye of a skull placed on a high branch. 

8. They dig where the gold bug lands and become 
wealthy beyond imagination. 

What would you change or re-envision? 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 
 
5. 
 

What would you change or re-envision? 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 
 
5. 
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5. The Black Cat 
“The Black Cat” is not a story for animal lovers. In it, the 
speaker begins as an animal lover but cannot stand a 
certain cat, so he plucks out its eye and kills it. The man 
is plagued by his guilt, which is manifested as a black 
cat that will not die. He eventually commits murder and 
gives himself up once plagued by the cat.    

6. William Wilson 
“William Wilson” explores the idea of a doppelgänger, a 
person who looks just like you, has the same name, and 
messes up your life by making choices for you. In this 
story, Wilson’s doppelgänger keeps stopping the 
original one from doing unscrupulous things, such as 
gambling, fighting, and having affairs.   

Plot Points 
1. The speaker of the story begins sitting on death 

row for murder. 
2. He tells the reader about his childhood when he 

loved animals, but then he flash forwards to his 
least favorite pet, Pluto. 

3. Pluto the cat belonged to his wife, and at first, he 
loved the cat, but one night while drunk, he thinks 
the cat is avoiding him, so he grabs it. 

4. The cat bites him, so he cuts out its eye with a 
knife. 

5. The cat lives in hear of him, and the speaker feels 
guilty until he can’t handle it anymore. 

6. The speaker takes the cat outside and hangs it on a 
tree. 

7. In cosmic retribution, his house burns down the 
next day, and the only wall of his house to survive 
has ash marks that look just like the cat hanging. 

8. The supposedly dead cat reappears at the house 
with the marking of himself hanging in his fur. 

9. When the speaker and his wife are walking the 
stairs to their cellar, the cat almost trips him, and 
he gets angry. 

10. The speaker tries to kill the cat with an axe but 
ends up murdering his wife instead when she 
jumps in the way to save the cat.  

11. The speaker buries his wife in the brick wall of the 
cellar, and when the police comes, he is about to 
get away with it until he hears a sound. 

12. The sound is a  wailing that comes from inside the 
wall; the police tear down the wall and find the 
corpse and Pluto the cat sitting on her head, 
wailing. 
 

Plot Points 
1. The speaker of the story is William Wilson, who has 

been accused of doing horrible things. 
2. Wilson starts telling the audience about his life. 

3. He begins at boyhood, in rural England, where he 
went to a fancy private school. 

4. A new boy comes to class and has the same name 
as Wilson, which bothers the speaker greatly. 

5. Although the new boy looks like him, dresses like 
him, and even walks like him, the new boy can only 
speak in a whisper. 

6. One night, the original Wilson say his doppelgänger 
asleep and realized that his face had changed.  

7. After many years, the original Wilson begins living 
a life of “mischief” that is downright scummy. 

8. Whenever he tries to do wrong, however, his 
doppelgänger shows up and turns him in.  

9. For example, when Wilson is cheating at a poker 
game, the doppelgänger comes in and whispers to 
the casino owner that he is cheating. 

10. Likewise, at a fancy ball, Wilson is beginning an 
affair with a married woman, when his 
doppelgänger stops him. 

11. Wilson gets so mad at his doppelgänger that he 
drags him to a private room and stabs him to 
death. 

12. When Wilson looks in the mirror, he sees himself 
as a cruel animal without a conscience—because 
the doppelgänger had been his conscience and he 
had just murdered what was good inside him. 

   

What would you change or re-envision? 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 
 
5. 
 

What would you change or re-envision? 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 
 
5. 
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Homework 
3 Pages Typed  

(6 if handwritten) 
No Double Space 

Times New Roman 12 
 

Re-envision a Story by Poe 
Once you have picked your plot, please creatively redesign the story. My goal is that you change the setting, add or 

subtract characters, and change the plot points. You can be creative as you want.  
 

For example, if you were doing “The Fall of the House of Usher,” you could set it in a collapsing McDonald’s, make 
Roderick the night manager, and have Madeline fall into the fryer by accident and then come out swinging. You 
could call the story “The Fall of the House of Ronald McDonald.” Please feel free to be creative! All I ask is that 

your idea connect in a recognizable way to the original story.  
 

Also, please bold or underline all the literary devices you use. You should use AT LEAST two examples of each of 
the following literary devices:  

 Repetition 

 Alliteration 

 Imagery 

 Internal Rhyme 

 Similes 

 Metaphor 

 Symbols 

 Hubris 
 

This is due Lecture 11, which is the next time I see you. It will be the first day back from the long Labor Day 
weekend. It will be an essay grade, so please do your best work. 


